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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY

The Second Commandment — Exodus 20:4

« hou shalt not make unto thee a
Tgraven image or any likeness of
anything that is in the heaven above,
or that is in the earth beneath or that
is in the water under the earth; thou
shalt not bow down thyself to them nor
serve them; for I, the Lord thy God, am
a jealous God, visiting the inquity of
the fathers upon the children, unto the
third and fourth generation of them that
hate me and showing mercy unto thou-
sands of them that love me and keep
my commandments.’’
The
humanity with illumination and inspira-
tion. The second commandment presents

first commandment presents

humanity with love. The first command-
ment illumines the aspirant and the
path of the aspirant with the uncircum-
scribed glory and fatherhood of God.
A heart thus illumined and inspired
bows down in adoration before Him and
serves Him. The second commandment
is the response to the first. It is the
drawing of the aspirant to the God-heart
by love. It is the awakening of Venus
the desire
beauty through love.

in Taurus, to express in

Love is adoration; the virtue of
adoration and love vitalizes. Love must
express itself in beauty. All true art is
adoration of God. Because God knew
this, He gave us the second command-
ment, to give warning of the dangerline.
Art is the expression of gratitude of an
illumined and inspired heart and mind.
The second commandment presupposes
this expression through
Taurian presupposes

clairvoyance, for it says: Thou shalt

desire for
love. It even
not make any likeness in heaven above,
or in the earth beneath or in the water

under the earth.

Not all artists have clairvoyance,
but all have illumination, vision, and
inspiration. No artist is without sensi-
tized feelings. If, in occult training, we
have
feelings, it becomes inevitable for us to
too, to express our
feelings and visions in beauty. But —
these be graven

automatically  sensitized our

become artists,

creations must not
images before which we bow down.

Art is a link between heaven and
earth; it is apt to become possessive
on its lower side and visionary and
prophetic on its higher side. All great
art is prophetic. Choreography, architec-
ture, painting, sculpture, and music all
cry out: “‘It shall come to pass!”’

The layman’s response to art is and
should be a resolution to a finer life.
We may not be touched consciously,
but our archetypes are touched by the
indefinitely spreading tone and vibration
of art. Art is a mirror of man’s possibil-
ities. Art works on the archetype of
humanity through the finer sensibilities
of man.

Fine art leads to God, as a stairway
to heaven. Art that leads
stairway, as it were, becomes as idols,

down a

images bereft of power. This leads us
into the dead end of possessions. The
so-called “‘luxuries’’ which the second
house of Taurus gives in abundance
are in truth not luxuries, for they do not
the needs of the Spirit. The
pictures on our walls and other objects
d’art should have the quality of uplift-
ment — each one a prophecy of what
we wish to atrain. If, on the other hand,
we greedily possess them physically,
(Continued on page 319)

serve
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constructive meditation or prayer —

and put his inspirations and dreams
into reality by some form of work or
toward the fulfillment of self-directed

purposes of realizing truly high ideals.

Sun-Moon: Power-Feeling: The
astrologically inclined parents of a
child with Sun and Moon in conflict must
try to adopt an impersonal attitude
toward it. This aspect shows that its
subconscious mind is very easily

* of negative

impressed and ‘‘pictures’
feelings taken in childhood may obscure
its self-awareness and create confusion
for the rest of its life. A study of such
a child’s chart will reveal to the parents
the directions 1t will want to go, but,
if in their over-concern for every moment
of its existence they impress it with
their
they will render it a great harm — that
with

worries, fears, and anxieties,

of clouding its sub-conscious
their own negative states and insure
its 1inability to ‘‘carve its own course’’
as it grows up. A child with this aspect
should be guided
make its own decisions,

constructively to
never forced
against its will. This applies, of course,
to relatively unimportant things. Natural-
ly a child cannot just run wild, but those
little things that are of personal concern
to it should be let alone by others so
that it can establish, to a degree at
least, its awareness of its little world.
It has been found that some influence
in childhood, impinged upon the sub-
conscious of the child,-has resulted in
an inner conflict that resulted in dishar-
mony and failure in adult life. When a
child learns to know its own power with-
out undue, or negative, influences
on its sub-conscious, it is so much
better able ro foresee, plan, create,
and fulfill its purposes. After all is
said and done, the Sun does represent
the flowering of personality and ability,
and the awareness of self as a creator
of good can best be stimulated right in
the beginning. If an adult person with
Sun square or opposition the Moon con-
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sult for a solution to a disintegrative
tendency in his life, do what can be done
to urge him to psychoanalyze in some
form and bring to the surface of his
conscious mind the compulsions which
may have been impressed on him when
he was little. He must get them up and
out in order to clear his channels for a
more constructive expression of life.
CIE S

THE SECOND COMMANDMENT
(Continued from page 314)

then The
possessions possess us and we ‘‘bow

we have graven images.
down before them.”’

If we were to re-write this command-
ment in a positive rather than a negative
manner it might read: Thou shalt express
thy love thy God.
What thou seest in heaven above or in
the earth below or in the water under

in service to me,

the earth, let each vision and its ex-
pression through the work of thy hands
and heart inspire thee toward me. If
thou turnest thy love away from me unto
the things of earth thou turnest
from the thousandfold benefits of my
love.

The parallel to
this commandment is Christ’s admonition
to the rich young man: Give up all
thou hast and follow me. He well knew
that a person laden with possessions

away

New Testament

apart from God ~ physical, emotional,
and mental possessions, possessions
of affection to persons and animals,
mental possessions such as pride of
intellect — are as a barnacle-laden
ship. Barmnacles are hard to remove.

We will indeed be rich if we have
the love of God in our hearts, and not
the love of things.




